CHAPTER XI

JAIN SHRINES AND THE YELWAL ROAD

ALMOST opposite the Umbrella Gate of the palace, at
the south corner of the road leading to the Jagan Mohun
Mahal from the Lansdowne Bazaar, is one of the city's
chief Jain temples, the SANTISVARA BASTI.

It is a graceful little building; and the tower, on which
sit quaint figures of Jain saints, makes, with the domes
of the palace stores offices and the over-shadowing trees,
a charming and much photographed group.

Inside the basti, on the pedestal of a metallic image of
Anantanatha, an inscription records that Devaraja-nripiti
(a bee at the lotus feet of Jma, and a Kshatriya of the
Kasypa-gotra), and his wife, Kempammanni, gave and set
up the image in 1832. * Two more inscriptions, on brass-
plated doorways, commemorate the gift of one doorway
by Nagaiya, son of Dhanikara Padmaiya, in 1814, and
the other by Naga, son of Dhanikara Marinaga/1

Two lampstands were given to the shrine by the
Rani, Devajarnmanni, one of the queens of Khasa
Chama Raja Wadiyar IX, great-grandfather of the pre-
sent Maharaja.

There are nearly 200 palm leaf MSS in the library,
* containing Kannada and Sanskrit poems and dramas;
works on logic, grammar, rhetoric, medicine, astrology,
ritual, philosophy, cosmology and religion. There are

1 Mysore Archaological Report, 1918, p. 64.